fn the April 2005 issue of VECTOR,
the teod editoria! arficle toid the story
of Children of Fire, a home for burnt
chitdren. This home, recently bought,
hod & major problem - its elecirical
installaticn was in o shocking state.
Proctically every rule had been broken:
the cabling, the sockets, the luminaires,
the distibution boards - all ware so bad
that o disaster was waiting to happen.
VECTOR's advertising executive, Carrol
Becttie, heord about the problem fom
Mark Palmer of the Gouteng Eeciricol
Inspection Authority {GEIA) af an
Institute of Electricians function. Carrol
was horrffied about the plight of the
childrer. She made sure thot everyone
heard chout the situation, and pushed
uril people ogreed o help.

She asked Lisa Sonnekus of the Electrical
Contractors Association io help. Lise got
ECA siaff on boord ond coordingted
the project and the repairs. ECA people
inspecied the site and drew up o lst
of repairs and maserials, This was no
smalt tesk — i sock doys. Carrol and Lisa
phoned ol their coniacts in the indusiry
and got them to donale money and
materials, Carrol even got EE Publishers
to donale money and space in its joumnals.
in VECTOR we issued o challenge o «ll
readers fo get involved. Of all the people
that were asked, not one soid "No” See
the ariicle on page 10 of thisissue for aff
those whe gave their support.

The elecirical contracting indusiry
showed how generous and caring i
can be — with action, not just words.
In o unigue display of solidarity, of
sectors of the industry come together.
The medic (EE Publishers, pubiishers
of YECTOR], contracior members of
the ECA, the ECA iiself, the GEIA, the
suppliers, the Deporiment of Labour,
not to mertion lowyers end architects,
all showed what fhey were worth, Doy
affer day, secion by section, the work
progressed, Cobles, switchgear, fitings,
profection wos replacad or instalied.
Plate by plece, the house become sale
for the children und the stoff to live in,
and $o work there.

On 9 June 2005, there wos o poriy for
all involved. Gurdher Héusler, president
of the ECA{SA}, spoke of what had been
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achigved. He said the dgniticance of
what had happened should not be
overlooked. The ECA and the GFEIA
had laid aside their differences and,
for the good of the industry and the
public, hod worked fogether fo achieve
o proiseworthy result, He expressed
the wish that this would not be the lost
cccasion where this co-opergtion wos
seen, but that it would be the first of
Rany.

This is the message thot comes out of
this heart warming projedt. People in
the electricai confracting industry need
to find woys o mend bridges and work -
together, For the soke of the industry
end the public good, egos must be
put aside and differences resolved.
Then the image of our profession will
imgrove - see the sensitivities that exist
by reading the lefter published on poge
10 ot this ssue.

The fraditional givisions between the
regulotory outhorities, acoredited
inspaction authorities {AlAs, the ECA
and the Institute of Eleciricions con be
avercomae. |f ail the players make this
o top priorly, effective and efficient co-
operotion will become the order of the
day, and ol will benefi, A
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In the April issue of VECTOR, on page 3, we described the plight of o home for bumed
children colted “Children of Fire”. Cerrol Beattie from FE Publishers and lise Sonnekus from the
ECAtook on the project ond made sure it happened. The ECA{SA} and EE Publishers donated
cash and issued o challenge o oll readers to find o way to help this deserving cause.

What a responsel It was overwhelming! Everyone we asked for help said yes. Contraciors, suppliars,
ECA staff and members, all opened their hearts and gave whatever was needed.
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A big thank you to everyone involved.
Contact Lisa Sonnekus, ECA {SA}, Tel {011) 392-000, lisa@ecasa.coza A
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