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SIZAKAHLE CONTRACTING – EAST LONDON

The ECA extends its congratulations to Helen du Toit, a shareholder in Sizakahle Contracting, on her achievement in being voted top Business Women in the Corporate category of the 2006 Regional Business Achievers of the year competition. Helen specializes in the field of business administration with a strong emphasis on organisational development and quality management.

We are very proud of Helen and our best wishes accompany her as she applies her exceptional skills to expand the activities of Sizakahle Contracting in the electrical construction, project support and labour broking fields.

TRAINING FACILITIES IN EAST LONDON

For many years now the lack of training facilities in East London has prevented members from participating in the ECA / Eseta training initiative aimed at addressing the severe shortage of qualified electricians in our Industry. You now have the opportunity to share in this project. The good news is that you don’t have to send your trainees to Port Elizabeth any longer!

The ECA is now able to offer practical training for apprentices and learners in East London. We have come to an agreement with Craig Hendricks at the Industries Education and Training Institute to provide this training on condition that at least 8 candidates register for a training course. Members wishing to make use of this facility must please phone Denise Austin at the Eseta offices @ (041) 363-1801. 

A learnership / apprenticeship contract must be registered at the Eseta before training could commence. There are very generous grants payable to employers who train learners / apprentices. The duration of the practical training course is as follows:

Learners – 3 weeks

Apprentices – 4 weeks.

The cost of the training is as follows:

Learners – R4446.00 incl. VAT.

Apprentices – R4800.00 incl. VAT.

ECA members that are paid up with their annual membership subscription fees and Bargaining Council levies and who could provide proof that they are registered with the Energy Seta (Code 08) or have been exempted from payment of the Skills Development Levy (SDL), will receive this practical training FREE OF CHARGE.
If you are interested please phone Danita @ (043) 721-1558 and give her the details. 
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      ECA / DOL CO-OPERATION                 



  
  
After many frustrating years during which the ECA had tried in vain to secure the co-operation of the Department of Labour in the Eastern Cape, a breakthrough was achieved in East London recently. A very constructive meeting took place between ECA representatives and Alfred Cakata in East London on Friday 11 August 2006. The ECA had for many years asked that DOL use the powers conferred on their inspectorate to put a stop to the activities of illegal operators practising as electrical contractors without the required DOL accreditation and without registering with the Electrical Contracting Board of South Africa (ECB). ECB registration and DOL accreditation is a pre-requisite for operating a business as electrical contractor.
During the meeting the ECA presented DOL with details of an illegal operator in Port Elizabeth who was not registered with the ECB and was not employing an accredited person on a full time basis as required by the Electrical Installation Regulations. Alfred Cakata gave the ECA an undertaking that all such cases would be investigated by DOL. He requested the ECA to forward details of such operators to him directly in future for prosecution if deemed necessary. DOL employs 30 inspectors in the Eastern Cape operating from a number of labour centres in the province. As part of the ECA commitment to ensure the safety of users in million of households, offices, factories, schools, hospitals and farms in the country, 5 DOL officials were sponsored by the ECA to attend a Certificate of Compliance (COC) course in Port Elizabeth on Saturday 19 August 2006.

This course focuses on the legal aspects of the COC, why it should be issued and what protection it affords the user of electricity. The course will equip the DOL inspectors to better understand the complex technical regulations to which an electrical installation must comply. ECA members in the Eastern Cape have expressed their appreciation that DOL have realised the serious risks to which an illegal operator could expose users of electricity to, and are looking forward with great expectation to having the defaulters prosecuted under the Osh Act. Members are invited to report the activities of these operators to the office.
